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Harding inducts 
14 new m embers t 
the Hall of Fame 
"Voting is one of the constitutional rights given to 
What do you get when you mix 
Taylor Swift, folk music and "The 
Hunger Games"? A surprisingly 
refreshing and unique tune. 
u.t. Use it wisely and use it every time you have the 
opportunity to do so." 
Laneigh Pfalser gives her views on voting power. SEE Page 3a SEE Page 4b 
Sigma Phi Mu officially forms as latest social club 
photo by CHANEY MITCHELL I The Bison 
Junior Ashley Russell, freshman Moriah Blan-
kenship and senior Kellum Tate sport Sigma Phi 
Mu colors at a club basketball game Thursday, 
Jan. 12, in the Ganus Athletic Center. 
CAB-leadership 
changes hands 
by JESSICA HEAD 
student writer 
After Corey M cEntyre 
stepped down as director of 
campus life at the end oflast 
semester, Logan Light, assistant 
director of admissions, took on 
the role of director of campus 
life over the winter break, 
thereby taking up leadership of 
the Campus Activities Board. 
· Light said he looks forward 
to his new role and sees it as 
an opportunity to help inspire 
a stronger sense of pride in 
students for Harding by host-
ing activities that can meet 
a range of personalities and 
interests to unite the student 
body as well as raise awareness 
for the different organizations 
and events on campus. 
"I feel like I'm coming 
in and standing on Corey's 
shoulders, especially because 
everyone wants to know who 
we're bringing in music-wise 
this fall," Light said. "Corey 
has done such a great job that 
our management service calls 
us and says these people want 
to come to Harding." 
As the new director, he said 
the Office of Student Life will 
undeigo some changes. He said 
he is planning to renovate the 
interior and make it a more 
open and camaraderie-based 
atmosphere for students to 
hangout in. 
"The office will be Gerved 
as a place that students could 
come to meet friends and not 
be a certain type of person," 
Light said. "That is just the 
emphasis that I want to have 
for the students. That's why 
campus activities exist." 
Since social clubs are now 
under the supervision of the 
deans rather than the director 
of Student Life, Light said 
CAB now has more time and 
resources to organize more 
entertainment not revolving 
around social clubs. 
"I feel that those who are 
not involved in social clubs 
during the social club's process 
don't get a fair shake of activi-
[Logan Light's] 
vision is 
great for this 
office and we 
are looking 
forward to 
making this 
new year 
exciting and 
successful. 
-Amanda 
Herren, 
student co-
director of 
campus life 
ties and so much emphasis is 
placed on that, so I am actually 
focused on providing activities 
for those who are not involved 
in social clubs as well, which is 
important," Light said. 
Light said CAB intends to 
expand its board by recruiting 
more students to be involved 
with the planning process of 
many activities and campaigns. 
Light said he hopes the increase 
in board opportunities will 
help students gain valuable 
work experience and build up 
their resumes. 
''I think that with all of the 
personalities in CAB, I think 
it's a lot of fun to be here and 
that is something that is not 
going to change," Light said. 
"The CAB's hand is in more 
than a lot of people realize and 
because of that we need a lot 
more people to come help." 
Senior Amanda Herren, 
student co-director of campus 
life, said she looks forward to 
see what Light has in store for 
CAB and campus. 
"Kelly [Gemma] and I , as 
the directors in CAB, are very 
excited to work with Logan," 
Herren said. "His vision is 
great for this office and we 
are looking forward to mak-
ing this ne~ year exciting and 
successful. 
by LEXI 
STUTZMAN 
news editor 
T heir Greek letters are 
Sigma Phi Mu, their colors 
are royal blue, light pink and 
ivory, their symbol is an an-
chor, and they are the newest 
women's social club. Sigma 
Phi Mu officially began at 
the end oflast semester under 
the leadership of senior and 
current club president Kellum 
Tate. Currently, the club has 
garnered 28 members. 
Tate said she first ap-
proached the deans about 
forming a new club during 
club week last fall. One week 
later, nine students attended 
the first meeting. It was there, 
Tate said, that the members 
first proposed reviving the 
name Sigma Phi Mu. 
The first incarnation of 
Sigma Phi Mu started in 1981 
and disbanded in 2000. Ironi-
cally, Tate's mother, Debbie, 
was one of the founders of 
the original Sigma Phi Mu. 
"We were just throwing 
names around when one of 
the girls suggested 'What 
about Sigma Phi Mu? My 
mom was in that club and 
it's not here anymore,"' Tate 
said. 'We made the connection 
that some of our moms had 
been in the club and really 
loved it, so we thought, 'Why 
not bring back that name?"' 
Tate said that while they 
are not resurrecting the same 
club that existed 12 years 
ago but only using the same 
name, she still hopes to mimic 
the strong sisterhood of the 
original Sigma Phi Mu. Tate 
said that at the heart of the 
club is the desire to be in-
clusive instead of exclusive. 
She said she hopes to use 
this opportunity to extend 
that sisterhood to girls of all 
different backgrounds. 
"I would really love for 
Sigma Phi Mu to be all sorts 
of girls, brought together by 
the mutual interest of finding 
a place to belong and serving 
God and serving each other," 
Tate said. 
The club has already 
begun organizing service 
projects for the semester. 
Their plans include raising 
funds for Jeans for Jessie, a 
charity benefitting families 
with children being treated 
for chronic diseases, and 
The Havens, an orphanage 
in Zambia. 
I would really love for Sigma 
Phi Mu to be all sorts of girls 
serving God and serving each 
other. 
According to Tate, Sigma 
Phi Mu also plans to a hold 
a campus-wide function each 
year with hopes of includ-
ing more students in club 
activities. 
The girls are already 
hard at work getting their 
name and colors recognized 
on campus. According to 
Tate, their anchor symbol 
was inspired by the original 
club's sailboat emblem and 
their club verse, Hebrews 
6:1, which says, "We have 
this hope as an anchor for 
the soul, firm and secure. It 
enters the inner sanctuary 
behind the curtain." 
After attending the club's 
.first official meeting this 
spring, Assistant Dean of 
Students Kara Abston said 
she believes Sigma Phi Mu 
will be as strong as the other 
clubs on campus. 
"1his club developed from 
-Kellum Tate, 
club president 
friendships and not necessar-
ily girls leaving established 
clubs to start a new club," 
Abston said. "These are all 
new girls and new friendships 
so they're experiencing this 
together for the first time, 
and that's exciting." 
The co-vice president for 
Sigma Phi Mu, junior Ashley 
Russell, said that she along 
with her co-vice president 
freshman Moriah Blanken-
ship and Tate, is looking 
forward to discovering the 
new outreach opportunities 
the semester holds for Sigma 
Phi Mu. 
"This semester is going to 
be all about creating a firm 
foundation of relationships 
between the girls that are 
in the charter," Russell said. 
"We want the girls to know 
that we're a club that accepts 
them and we want to utilize 
whatever they have to offer." 
photo by GRANT SHOL I The Petit Jean 
Senior Stephanie Healy auditions for anchorwoman for TV16 on Jan. 12, speaking into the cam-
era. The selected TV16 news anchors will host the televised announcement segments in chapel. 
TV16 students, chapel join forces 
Student anchors will share announcements and news in chapel 
by AMY MARE 
multimedia editor 
Announcements that are usually 
displayed on the screen before and 
after chapel will be presented in a more 
interactive way this semester. 
Instead of having the usual scrolling 
announcements on PowerPoint every 
morning, the communication depart-
ment's TV16 staff will produce short 
videos of the day's announcements to 
be played before and after chapel. The 
announcements will be broadcast as 
students are walking in and out of chapel 
the way the PowerPoint slideshow is 
currently shown. 
The news team from Harding's 
cable TV station will anchor the seg-
ments and film them directly after the 
previous night's 5 p.m. live newscast. 
Ginger Blackstone, instructor of com-
munication, said she will oversee the 
chapel segments and is excited about 
how the format can benefit chapel and 
the awareness the segments will bring 
toTV16. 
"I like the fact that students [partici-
pating] are excited about it,"Blackstone 
said. "We are always looking for ways 
to keep our program fresh. Chapel is 
really the hub of activity. The majority 
of students are required to attend and 
it's a high-profile spot with a great 
I think the students would like to see a 
face ... Hopefully it will be more effective 
because I think students will actually listen 
and pay attention. 
deal of exposure." 
Blackstone said students should begin 
seeing the televised announcements 
by Jan. 30, if not sooner. The segments 
will be between three and four minutes 
long and cover events happening on 
campus, the day's weather forecast and 
upcoming sporting events. Although 
there will be a few changes, President 
David B. Burks will continue to read 
in chapel announcements that pertain 
to the majority of the student body, 
and Thursday will still be set aside for 
personal announcements. 
Blackstone said the idea for the 
televised announcements came from a 
group of communication students who 
brainstormed ways to help improve the 
chapel experience for the student body. 
"I think the students would like 
to see a face, instead of just reading a 
screen," said Nate Copeland, assistant 
to the president. "It's going to be very 
beneficial to the overall chapel experi-
-Nate Copeland, 
assistant to the president 
ence. Hopefully it will be more effective 
because I think students will actually 
listen and notice the announcements 
pertinent to the them." 
Senior Aaron Gillaspie said he looks 
forward to seeing the TV16 news seg-
ments as an improvement to the chapel 
experience. 
"I think it will be a great way to 
receive chapel announcements," senior 
Aaron Gillaspie said. "Having someone 
on screen will give a more personal ele-
ment and make it feel like they're talking 
to me, instead of to a mass of people. I 
know it will help me pay better atten-
tion to the announcements, especially 
having fellow classmates present them." 
Although the delivery will be dif-
ferent, the process of submitting an-
nouncements will not change. Those 
looking to get an announcement on the 
morning video segment should email 
Cindy Hunter (chunter@harding.edu) 
at least 48 hours before the event. 
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photo by ASHEL PARSONS I The Bison 
Dr. Jack Shock, chair of the department of communication Oeft), with Dr. Jim Miller, assistant profes-
sor of communication {center), and students view newspapers on display at the Newseum in D.C. 
Communication students visit set, 
appear on 'Anderson' in NYC 
by ASHLEY to plan this year's trip, he "In order to go into that 
ROSENBAUM contacted the audience business, you have to be a 
student writer 
coordinators of "Anderson" very quick responder," Curry 
and they made the group said. "You always have to 
of Harding students VIP be moving forward and 
Over Christmas break guests of the show. doing something. You can't 
22 students from the com- While sitting in the audi- just stop." 
municati.on department had ence,junior Jenna Sampson Junior Laura Chambers 
the opportunity to attend a had the opportunity to voice said that she benefited from 
viewing of the show "An- her opinion about a segment seeing broadcast profession-
derson" featuring Anderson of the show. als succeeding at their jobs 
Cooper in New York City "Getting the chance to in the real world. 
while on a class trip. see the filming of'Anderson' "I think the most impor-
The Study in Mass Com- was amazing, but standing tant lesson I learned from 
munication course allows next to him was even better," them was a simple lesson, " 
communication majors to Sampson said. "I was really Chambers said. "Go to work. 
earn one to three hours of nervous when he came over Work hard. Don't complain." 
class credit while participat- and asked for my question, Students from the theatre 
ing in experiential learning but I had rehearsed it several department participated in 
opportunities. This year the times in my head to make the trip as well. Under the 
students visited Washington, sure it didn't sound silly. It leadership of Ben Jones, 
D.C. before going to New was truly the chance of a assistant technical director 
York City where they toured lifetime." of the theatre department, 
news agencies such as NBC. The show gave students students saw Broadway 
Each year varies in content, the opportunity to see how plays and met with theater 
but the trip revolves around things work on set. industry professionals. 
mass media communica - Freshman Deborah Curry Shock said he hopes their 
tion. said she was able to learn time in New York and D.C. 
When chair of the De- more about the nature of gave students a positive 
partment of Communica- the broadcast industry from outlook on their futures in 
tion Dr.Jack Shock began her experiences on the trip. media communication. 
SA T-shirt drive 'reclaims' 
students' shirts for cause 
by JORDAN 
HONEYCUTT 
student writer 
The Student Association 
hosted a T-shirt drive between 
Jan. 9 andJan. 17 to benefit 
Harding's Theatron and an 
organization called Reclaimed. 
• stantly recycle and renew us," 
Smith said. 
Junior Amanda Abla said 
the T-shirts are a great way 
to leave an impression. 
We come 
second to 
God's will, 
and if we use 
ourselves 
Getting the 
chance to see 
the filming 
of Anderson 
Cooper was 
amazing, but 
standing next 
to him was 
even better. 
-Jenna 
Sampson, 
junior 
'1t's always nice to see the 
professionals who do what 
we do," Shock said. "We 
visited with the producers, 
designers and writers, and 
I hope our students came 
away feeling empowered 
about their future." 
To view more photos from 
the trip visit www.thelink. 
harding.edu. 
The Bison 
lpt~grit}t Ministries 
.. pr6vid~s safe place 
\ 
by J.M. ADKISON 
editor-in-chief 
Integrity Ministries is 
continuing to serve Harding 
students struggling' with 
unwanted same-sex attraction by 
providing a safe place for them 
to meet together and study the 
Bible, with its number growing 
over the past four years· since 
it was started. 
Robert Channing, a licensed 
professional counselor in 
Searcy and Harding graduate, 
founded Integrity Ministries 
with Cindee StoOOtill,Harding's 
producer of theatre, to help 
students dealingwith unwanted 
same-sex attraction. -: 
"The group beg.m beGruse of 
a passion and an awareness of 
a group of students who come 
to Harding year after year with 
questions and concerns about 
their sexuality," Channing 
said. 'When I was a student, 
I had a lot of guilt and shame 
associated with struggling 
with unwanted same-sex 
attraction and the thought 
of sharing was inconceivable. 
So our' group began out of the 
passion to create a safe place for 
people.with simiJ.ar.struggles, 
a safe place to come to do 
something about isolation and 
to connect strugglers with a 
living, breathing relationship 
with Jesus." 
Havingwotked on Harding's 
campus for more than 20 years, 
Stockstill said she had been 
approached on several occasions 
by students who expressed 
confusion over unwanted 
feelings of same-sex attraction 
and who felt isolation from 
their peers. Stockstill said 
she wanted to help develop 
a group for such students to 
have a place to belong. So with 
the blessing of the H arding 
administration, Channing and 
Stockstill started a Bible study 
in Fall2007.1he purpose of the 
group was to give students who 
struggle with unwanted same-
sex attraction the information, 
resources and accountability 
to resist unwanted behaviors. 
Stockstill said the group 
started out with three to five 
students attending, but now 
has grown to 15 to 16 students. 
"The students benefit from 
being in an environment where 
they are loved and accepted 
in spite of their struggles," 
Channing said. "The students 
also walk away from the group 
with less anxiety as they grow to 
understand that their struggle 
does not define them." 
Channing said thatwhile the 
group does view homosexuality 
as a sin, the purpose of the 
group is not to "fix" students 
or make them "straight." 
"I would like to dispel the 
myth that our group is about 
'getting fixed,' meaning we 
would switch someone's sexual 
orientation from same-sex 
to opposite-sex attracted," 
Channing said. '1 do not have 
the power to do that. What we 
do present as a better option is 
to help people strive for holiness 
and wholeness versus trade one 
sexual fixation for another." 
One student, who has 
attended the group since it 
began said the group is so 
much more than men and 
women who have unwanted 
same-sex attractions. 
"We are friends, we are 
family, and most importantly 
we are children of God," the 
student said. "We have found 
this place where we can take 
off our masks. Each week our 
mask is a little more chipped 
and ourselves are a little more 
whole." 
As the group leaders, both 
Channing and Stockstill said 
they greatly appreciated the 
administration's support of 
the group and added that the 
administration has no knowledge 
of who attends the group. 
For students interested 
in learning more about 
Integrity Ministries, contact 
Channing or Stockstill at 
integrityministries@gmailcom. 
According to SA president 
Bruce McMullen, the SA set 
a goal of collecting 10,000 
T-shirt donations. McMul-
len said he estimated close 
to 4,000 shirts were donated. 
"The stamped shirts, like 
Theatron itself, share a mes-
sage in an unconventional 
way," said Abla. "It's a great 
vehicle to let others know 
what we're about." 
The remaining T-shirts 
will benefit an organization 
called Reclaimed. Accord-
ing to themaingroup.com, 
this organization takes used 
T-shirts and cuts them into 
scrap material for women 
in other countries to sew 
back together and sell. This 
organization provides these 
people with clothing and jobs. 
up for him 
daily, he will 
constantly 
recycle and 
renew us. 
photo by CHANEY MITCHELL I The Bison 
Junior Wesley Masters tosses one last shirt on the pile. SA President Bruce 
McMullen estimated 4,000 shirts were collected during the SA's T-shirt drive. 
"Having a successfulT -shirt 
drive is something simple," 
McMullen said. "If we can 
share that with why we're 
doing it, that's huge." 
The majority of the T-
shirts collected will be going 
to Theatron to raise money 
to help fund their summer 
tour. According to Theatron 
member Barrett Smith, selling 
recycled T-shirts is a great way 
for them to leave a piece of 
their message with the children 
they perform for. 
'We come second to God's 
will, and if we use ourselves 
up for him daily, he will con-
Reclaimed has outlets all 
around the world, but this 
particular T-shirt drive will 
benefit the women in Nicaragua. 
McMullen said this T-shirt 
drive is about much more than 
throwing in a few old shirts; 
it's about making a change 
in the world and on campus. 
"If everybody on campus 
grasped that concept, we 
would have over 20,000 
Graduation 
Announcements! 
Personalized with: 
Your name • Your degree 
Have it your way! 
-Barrett Smith, 
junior 
shirts," McMullen said. ''All 
I can think of is we need to 
ask'why?m 
He said it is not difficult 
to reach into one's closet and 
give up a few old T-shirts, 
but the action will change 
people's lives. 
"If we don't change our 
lives and our hearts to make 
a difference, then nothing is 
going to change out there," 
McMullen said. 
You 
MAKE THE LEAP Br 
GO GREEN! 
You'll love the great rate on our 
environmentally friendly, paperless 
Green First checking account! 
Sign up today! 
,. 
Watch Let the Bible Speak 
Every Sunday Morning 
KLRT FOX 16 (cable 10) 6:00 a.m. 
KARZ 42 (cable 9) 8:30 a.m. 
www.youtube.com/LetThelibleSpeak 
www.LetTheBibleSpeak.com 
Join our poup page on Faceboolt 
for the message of the week 
.. 
------··~~ 
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At the Bison, it is our goal 
to serve the Harding Uni-
versity student body with 
integrity, truth and open 
ears. However, we believe 
that meeting that goal is 
a two-way street between 
our staff and the public it 
serves. 
We pledge to keep our 
eyes and ears open to 
what our community has 
to say and hope that, in 
return, that community 
will be an interactive audi-
ence, sharing its stories 
with us. We also pledge 
to do the basics: report 
accurate and relevant 
information, check our 
facts, and share them in 
a professional, integrable 
manner. 
If you have any story ideas, 
questions, comments or 
concerns for the Bison staff, 
please e-mail John Mark 
Adkison, the editor-in-chief, at 
jadkiso1@harding.edu 
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is 
published weekly (except vaca-
tions, exams and summer ses-
sions), 18 issues per year, by Hard-
ing University. Periodicals postage 
paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Bison, Harding 
University 11192, SEARCY AR 
72149-0001" 
Verbatim 
- -- - - --- - - - --- -- -- - - - - -
"People have real fears that the cycle of 
violence might be revived in this country." 
-TARIQ ANNAD, and Iraqi government employee, after a 
wave of explosions struck two Shi'ite neighborhoods in 
Baghdad on Jan. 5, killing at least 27 people. 
" Our campaign is about more than 
replacing a president. It is about saving 
the soul of America." 
-MITT ROMNEY, after winning the New Hampshire 
primary and the Iowa caucuses since Iowa began 
initiating the nominating contests in 1976. 
Qµotes taken from TIME Magazine 
Voting M~tters 
laneigh pfalser 
Guest 
Space 
T he year is 2072. You're standing in line for your 
dail}"ration of animal 
crackers and Gatorade when 
you see a commotion out of 
the corner of your eye. You look 
over to see two guards pull a 
guy out of line to beat him with 
nunchucks because he cut. 
You tum back to face the front 
of the line. Everyone told him 
no cuttsies, but he didn't listen. 
In this hypothetical nightmare, 
nunchuck-wielding guards and 
cookie rations have been an 
everyday reality for the citizens 
of the U.S. ever since Lichten-
stein overthrew North America. 
Last you can recall, it happened 
about 50 years ago when a weak 
administration failed to success-
fully negotiate an arms treaty 
with Lichtenstein. Because of 
that, American football is but 
a memory and wearing leder-
hosen with your Chacos is the 
latest fad. 
Now all of you are thinking 
is, "I wish I had voted that year 
instead of staying home surf-
ing Pinterest and making fork 
bracelets." 
OK, that may be a bit ex-
treme. Lichtenstein is actually 
a principality in Europe roughly 
62 square miles in size with a 
population slightly larger than 
Do you like having 
paved roads, 
clean water, safe 
restaurants? 
Then it is your 
responsibility to 
vote. 
that of Searcy. They aren't going 
to be overthrowing anybody 
anytime soon. 
The moral of this story is, 
you need to vote. 
It's not just highly encouraged 
or gravely important. You are 
an American citizen, and it is 
your job and duty to vote in all 
elections. Emphasis on all. How 
your government runs and who 
is in office affects you. Do you 
like having paved roads, clean 
water, safe restaurants? Then it 
is your responsibility to vote. 
Plain and simple. 
The Preamble to the Constitu-
tion states, 'We the people," not, 
''I, Madison and all my cronies." 
We the people. As in all of 
us - it takes every single vote to 
run a country. Those "bureaucrats 
in Washington'' work for us, the 
people. We all know the phrase 
"life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness" from the Declara-
tion oflndependence. But the 
d9cument does not stop there. 
·The next line in the Declara-
tion states, "That to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the 
governed." 
Consent of the governed. 
That's us. That is you, me and 
the kid who sits beside you in 
chapel. Voting is one of the 
constitutional rights given to 
us. Use it wisely and use it every 
time you have the opportunity 
to do so. 
Next time you tell yourselfit 
is not that important to vote or 
that your vote will not matter, 
remember this: According to 
Fox News, Mitt Romney won 
the Iowa Caucus last month by 
eight votes. Those eight people 
mattered very much. 
Just last year, according to The 
Washington Post, King Abdullah 
of Saudi Arabia granted women 
the right to vote. A right that has 
been such a long time coming 
for the Middle East is one we 
casually discard here in America. 
Do not let such an important 
right pass you by. 
In the upcoming elections, 
remember that you are free only 
because someone died to make 
you free. 
Ronald Reagan once said, 
"Freedom is never more than 
one generation away from extinc-
tion. We did not pass it to our 
children in the bloodstream. It 
must be fought for, protected, 
and handed on for them to do 
the same." 
The best way to protect your 
freedom is to vote. You have 
been given a huge blessing. 
Now take some responsibility 
for that blessing. 
LANEIGH PFALSER is 
a guest contributor for 
the Bison. She may be 
contacted at lpfalser@ 
harding.edu 
Just a Passing Through 
abbie adkison 
Guest 
Space 
I remember talking to a friend before I left for Zambia. She 
asked me if I realized that 
this was a forever kind of thing, 
that this was going to change me 
for good. I did not really know 
how to respond. I remember 
thinking to myself, "I cannot 
possibly change that much." But 
I did not know I could love a 
baby boy that much. I did not 
know what real suffering or true 
poverty looked like. I had never 
made a real friendship with a girl 
from a culture vastly different 
from my own. I had never sung 
a song in a foreign language 
before with 300 people. I had 
never loved the way I learned 
to love. I had never hurt for a 
person the way I hurt for the 
people in Zambia. I had never 
held a baby whom I claimed 
as my own. I did not know I 
would be changed because I 
never realized what all could 
be changed. 
And because of that change 
Harding is no longer comfort-
able. I don't always know how to 
react when someone begins to 
complain about how long a line 
is or why people do not sing at 
the top of their lungs in chapel. 
But Zambia was confusing also; 
I was always afraid of offend-
ing someone or what would 
happen to me in those desper-
ate moments when I couldn't 
communicate to someone. If 
I am truly honest with myself, 
my home is not Africa, but my 
home is not America either. The 
Bible talks in Hebrews about 
the people who were constantly 
searching for a country of their 
own. I know how they feel. I 
feel off balance, uncomfortable, 
out of my skin, looking for that 
country. And God says to my 
heart that this is exactly how I 
am supposed to feel. I am where 
I am supposed to be, which has 
nothing to do with where I am 
physically, but everything to 
do with where I am spiritually. 
The more I am unaware of the 
land beneath my feet, the more 
aware I become of where God 
is leading me. 
But right now I am in Searcy, 
Ark. And so are you. I see the 
same hunger in the eyes of 
these people as I did in those 
in Africa. If Harding is really a 
campus where the spirit of God 
dwells, a God who breathed stars 
into existence, the creator of the 
universe - if that is true then 
this town should look drastically 
different. Our call has been to 
glorify God constantly, to everyone, 
even in the Wal-mart parking 
lot, even at Waffle House, even 
in Africa. It really should be the 
only thing we can do. It is not 
enough to have faith in God and 
call it good. If I cannot serve 
God when I am surrounded by 
a whole campus of Christians, 
then how can I expect myself 
to serve him when confronted 
with one person who hates the 
name of Jesus? This happens 
to be our mission field. These 
happen to be the people we 
are to witness to, the people we 
are to love. If this land is really 
not our home and we are just 
passing through, let us at least 
transform the landscape as we 
march on home. 
ABBIE ADKISON is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
aadkison@harding.edu. 
payton hurst 
Wise 
and 
Otherwise 
Starting .. 
Strong 
F ew things in life are more .. refreshing than the begin-
ning of a new year, or a new 
semester of school, for that matter. 
Returning to classes after a miser-
able three-week vacation known 
as the holiday season is one of the 
most satisfying feelings known to 
students across. the globe. 
Unless you actually live in such 
a miserable reality [my sincerest 
apologies if you do J the above 
statement could not be more 
false at this point in your college 
career. Right now you are prob-
ably wondering what happened 
to the glorious time of endless 
leisure smiling back at you from 
the bottom half of your December 
calendar. 
I find myself this time of year 
kicking myself for wasting so 
many hours watching television or 
spending time with family when 
I could have been cashing in on 
hours of precious sleep. 
However; even with the prospect 
of sleep deprivation and nervous 
breakdowns looming, there are 
some small comforts to keep in 
mind as you dive head-first into 
Spring 2012. Thesd.nclude: 
1. Smaller crowds. Since there 
are so many youngsters running 
around overseas, this tends to cut 
down on the over population here 
at HU. Why just the other night 
I arrived at my dormitory a few 
minutes before curfew and was able 
to park within reasonable walking 
distance. Also, (supposedly) in 
a few weeks, the crowd will die 
down in the student center after 
chapel enough that you will be 
able to check your mail without 
fear ofbeing trampled to death in 
a Black Friday-esque stampede. 
2. The weather. It doesn't mat-
ter if you are hot or cold natured, 
Searcyweatherwill at some point 
adjust to fit your needs. Sure, it's 
inconsistent and unpredictable, 
but it definitely keeps things fresh. 
3. Basketball. Bisons home 
games, March Madness, club 
rivalries, post-lockout NBA ac-
tion, the WNBA - it's definitely 
one of the best indoor sports in 
the world. 
4. Spring break. It's kind of like 
Thanksgiving break, only with 
slightly less historical meaning. 
Whether you hit the beach, the 
ski slopes or the couch, there's 
nothing better than marking the 
changing seasons with a little R 
andR. · 
5. Spring Sing. It may not be 
your cup of tea, but if musicals aren't 
your thing, watching people you 
know and love parade around in 
extravagant costumes and makeup 
in front of thousands of scream-
ing parents might be. And let's 
be honest, that can be just as fun. 
6. Spring cleaning. I'm not 
sure if anyone under the age of 
40 enjoys this, but it is a staple 
of the season. Plus, you probably 
don't realize how much dust has 
accumulated in your dorm room 
over the break. Dust allergies are 
nothing to laugh about. 
Of course there are more reasons 
to stay positive this spring, but if 
I listed them all I might explode 
with joy. Or I might just run out 
of reasons and make up silly ones. 
Either way, I hope this article can 
keep the post-break blues tem-
porarily at bay. But if it doesn't, 
don't fret too much; summer is 
only three short months away. 
PAYTON HURST is the 
opinions editor for the 
Bison. He may be contacted 
at phurst@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @phurstplace 
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j.m. adkison 
If I 
Ruled 
The 
World 
Patience is 
a Virtue ... 
and a Must 
I f I ruled the world, planet Earth would be a much 
more patient place to live 
in. Just think about that for a 
minute: a patient planet Earth. 
The possibilities are endless. 
No more annoying custom-
ers cutting in line. No more 
obnoxious drivers honking their 
horns. No more trampled soc-
cer moms at Black Friday sales. 
No more wailing and gnashing 
of teeth when Pipeline decides 
to move at a snail's pace during 
class registration week. With 
patience, everything would move 
at a gentler pace and stress would 
be a thing of the past. 
Perhaps one of the biggest 
examples of rampant impa-
tience happens on airplanes. I 
totally understand why people 
are impatient on airplanes and 
in airports. Passengers are on a 
time crunch. They need to get 
from Point A to Point B in as 
minimal time as possible, which 
means running through a layover 
like a madman, trying to make a 
connection that is usually at the 
last gate of the furthest terminal 
of Concourse Z. As a frequent 
flyer during the holiday seasons, 
I understand the need to rush 
through airports. But it is when a 
passenger is on the airplane that 
impatience becomes a tedious 
pet peeve of mine. 
The impatience is born from 
the moment passengers set foot 
in the cramped, stuffy, narrow 
belly of the airplane. First off, 
nearly everyone on the flight 
ignored the regulation sizes for 
their carry-on bags, so naturally 
people have to fight the current 
of oncoming passengers to check 
their bags to go underneath the 
plane. Second, the flight atten-
dants are nearly always hassled . 
Passengers are still talking on 
their cell phones, Kindle readers 
always forget they are not really 
reading a book and no one pays 
attention to their in-case-of-
an-emergency guidelines they 
have to do before every flight. 
So, their frustration adds to the 
impatient cloud brewing with 
the nasty-smelling artificial air 
coming in through the weird, 
pointed vents overhead. And 
then, finally after takeoff, the 
third ingredient hits the boiling 
pot: A baby starts crying. 
And that is when the impa-
tience erupts. The poor mothers 
sit in the back of the plane, trying 
to shush their screaming infants 
while the other passengers rip 
out their best dagger eyes and 
set their sights on the mother 
as if it is all her fault for their 
disrupted plane ride. 
We have all been on planes 
with screaming infants. Most 
plane rides are not luxury liners 
that guarantee peace, tranquility 
and extra peanut bags. So do not 
expect it. 
So instead of shooting dag-
gers at the poor mother, swal-
low your frustration with your 
complimentary soda. 
Impatience is an epidemic in 
our culture. W e want everything 
now, now, now with 4G and an 
espresso to go. Heaven forbid 
You Tube not load fast enough or 
we might actually have to suffer 
an awkward silence. 
So start learning patience; it 
is not only a virtue but a great 
stress preventer as well. 
J.M. ADKISON is the editor-
in-chief for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jadkiso1@harding.edu. 
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Teach for America 
michael jerkins 
Guest 
Space 
God has commanded us to do, 
either. God wants our faith to 
be fruitful through action. As 
it says in James 2:17: "faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, it is dead." How a~e 
you planning on acting out faith 
through your life after college? 
There are outlets for action 
in this country and kids who 
desperately need it. 
it off, a Gates Foundation report 
found that if you are a child in a 
low-income community in the 
United States you have a better 
chance of going to jail than of 
getting a four-year college degree. 
of individuals who have had a 
significant impact on education 
in this country. 
Teach for America is now 
making a push to recruit Hard-
ing students. This is one very 
concrete way you can take action 
with your faith and influence the 
lives and futures of children in 
need. I encourage any of you 
interested to check out the 
website (teachforamerica.org) or 
contact me with any questions 
or tips on applying. This year's 
application deadline is Feb. 10. 
Does that sound like "people 
in need" to you? You don't have 
to go far to find them. Y ou don't have to travel far to find children in need. 
Most of us legitimately 
and wholeheartedly want to help 
those who need it, and if we 
knew of someone who needed 
health care, education or food 
we wouldn't hesitate to do our 
best to provide. Many of you 
have gone on short-term trips 
to various countries across the 
globe to give to those who need 
it. I have found that after taking 
such a trip, it can become easy to 
think of people in need as being 
in a distant part of the world. 
The problem with that line of 
thinking is that it is not based 
on fact and is not based on what 
According to the National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress about 50 percent of 
children in low-income com -
munities in this country will 
not graduate from high school 
py age 18 _ap.d of those who do 
graduate about half will perform, 
on average, at an eighth-grade 
level. In 2009, a report from 
McKinsey & Company found 
that out of America's top 130 
colleges only 9 percent of gradu-
ates come from the lower half of 
the income bracket. And to top 
After graduating from Hard-
ing in 2008, I joined Teach for 
America and moved to Phoenix, 
Ariz., to teach seventh- and 
eighth-grade science at a low-
income school. What is Teach for 
America? It is an organization 
that takes college graduates to 
one of about 40 areas across the 
country to teach in low-income 
schools and, according to teach-
foramerica.org, is "growing the 
movement ofleaders who work 
to ensure that kids growing 
up in poverty get an excellent 
education."Teach for America 
has produced a growing number 
Whatever track you choose 
after college, I hope that it will 
lead you to a life that produces 
action and a faith that bears fruit. 
MICHAEL JERKINS 
is a guest contributor 
for the Bison. He 
may be contacted at 
michaelgjerkins@gmail. 
com. 
1ust the 
C\~ 
Swinging Elbows in the Flatbed 
I have written in this column before about my late-in-life conversion to 
basketball mania. As the son and 
brother of high school athletes, I was 
blessed with all of the leftover sporting 
talent in the family, which amounted to 
none. After a middle school P.E. coach 
summed up my athletic future by sug-
gesting a career in comedy, I more or less 
washed my hands of sports. Shamefully, 
as Coach Jeff Morgan once pointed out 
to a large crowd at the Rhodes Field 
House, I attended Chapel Hill for nine 
years and neverwentto a single Tar Heels 
game, nor once genuflected in front of the 
Dean Dome. 
Of course, I've seen the error of my 
ways and am now a regular fan of both 
our Bison teams. I've even been known 
to arrange my social calendar around the 
season. But an experience over the holidays 
has taught me that it is possible to take 
this basketball fever too far. 
It all started when my nephew discovered 
the thrill of shooting hoops. Samuel is 8 
years old and has Down syndrome. Ever 
since his teachers started taking him to 
the gym, he can't get enough of the court. 
H e loves making baskets and does fairly 
well at it, so my sister wanted to get him 
a free- standing outdoor basketball goal 
for Christmas. It came to Mom's house 
in late D ecember, and my brother Jim 
and my niece's boyfriend Bryan put it 
together. Somehow I managed to show 
up just as they were tightening the last 
screw. Given my skills in this department, 
no one complained. 
The unveiling was a huge success. 
michael 
claxton 
Samuel lit up like a shot clock when he 
saw the goal, and if we had not forced 
him to come in eventually, he would still 
be making layups at this very hour. 
After Christmas we had to transport 
this goal to Samuel's house- a 15-minute 
drive. Since it had taken several hours to 
assemble, we decided to haul it intact in 
the bed of Bryan's truck. W e leaned the 
8-foot giant against the truck cab and tied 
it down with rope. We thought, "What 
could possibly go wrong?" This is why 
men should not make decisions without 
supervision. 
About a half-mile down the road, a 
gust of wind caught the backboard, which 
did a back flip in the truck bed. So now 
sparks were flying as the rim scraped the 
pavement behind us. Thinking quickly, 
we pulled over. 
Clearly the rope idea hadn't worked, so 
we had to come up with another scheme 
to secure this monster. A gain thinking 
quickly, we devised a plan. Remember, I 
said we were thinking quickly. I did not 
say we were thinking well. 
M y solution? W e stood the goal up 
straight, and I climbed into the truck bed 
and sat on the base to anchor it. Thus we 
headed on down the road, with an 8-foot 
goal swaying in the breeze, and a 40-year-
old academic hanging on for dear life. 
It was the wildest ride since the time 
I nearly threw up at Six Flags when a 
friend talked me onto something called 
the Mine Train. Bryan kept it under 35 
mph, but he might as well have been on 
the German Autobahn clocking 120. 
Every time we turned, I had to grip the 
side panels, brace my feet against t he 
tailgate and push down to keep the goal 
from capsizing. To the people behind us, 
it must have looked like I was in labor. 
Three things went through my mind 
during that adventure. First, I was terrified 
of winning one of those Darwin awards 
given for the stupidest way to die. Second, 
it occurred to me that since I had just 
eaten lunch at the Waffle House and was 
now joy- riding in the back of a pickup, 
I was just one can of Skoal away from a 
Jeff Foxworthy joke. Third, I was sorry I 
had not brought a basketball with me, as 
this would have been an epic chance to 
practice my hook shot. 
I'm happy to say that both the goal and 
the goalie made it there intact. Everyone 
who has heard this story has said the same 
thing: "I would have paid money to see 
that!" Of course, now that I've provided 
this detailed verbal picture, I doubt any of 
these folks will step forward with a dime. 
Some people are all talk. 
In hindsight, I wish we had encouraged 
Samuel to take up croquet. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
contributor for the Bison. He may be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu. 
Marshall Hughes 
Inside 
The 
Tide proves it's 
time to remodel 
The Do Over Bowl was 
no bueno. Once again, the 
BCS system proved to 
be a colossal failure. The 
hype and interest level for 
a national championship 
game was the lowest it has 
been in a while. TV ratings 
for a game of this magnitude 
were dismal. If you weren't 
an SEC fan, the thought was 
"Who Cares?" If you were, 
it most likely didn't matter; 
your team was probably not 
playing anyway. 
Once again in the all-
SEC matchup, LSU had no 
offense and Alabama's players 
proved they could kick field 
goals. LSU won the SEC 
championship and Alabama 
won the last game. Who's the 
champion? Certainly not the 
current BCS system. 
Thankfully, there is talk 
of a new playoff system. 
The prospect of a move to 
a mini-playoff - a four-
team, three-game, "plus-one" 
format that all 11 conference 
commissioners and N otre 
Dame athletic director 
Jack Swarbrick are willing 
to toss over has heated up 
the possibility and boosted 
demand. 
NCAA President Mark 
Emmert fueled anticipation 
when he endorsed the 
concept last week. Leaders 
in college football seem to 
now be willing to listen to 
what the fans have been 
clamoring for - a real 
national championship 
game. It is probably safe to 
say that even SEC fans feel 
its time for a change. 
Conference Conunissioners 
met recently in New Orleans, 
where playoff talk was a hot 
topic. BCS Executive Director 
Bill Hancock said many 
scenarios were presented as 
possibilities. Many as in more 
than 50. But one way or the 
other, prepare for a Fmal Four 
starting with the 2014 season. 
The plus one format creates 
a four-team playoff, or two 
national semi- final games, 
with the championship game 
played a week later. 
Emmert has stated that he 
would support the four-team 
playoff system as long as the 
field doesn't grow. 
"The notion of having 
a Final Four approach is 
probably a sound one," 
Emmert said. 
H e stressed the issue that 
a playoff involving more 
teams would face serious 
issues such as wear and tear 
on players'bodies and ending 
the current bowl system that 
fans enjoy and that benefits 
many football programs. 
Several years ago the powers 
that be in college football 
wouldn't even listen to talk of 
a playoff system. A four-team 
tournament would certainly 
be a great place to start. 
This year we would have 
LSU, Alabama, Oklahoma 
State and Stanford in the 
final four. As a one seed, LSU 
would face No. 4 Stanford. 
And two-seed Barna would 
take on the No. 3 Cowboys. 
Even if the Tigers and 
Tide wound back up in New 
Orleans, there would be no 
question of who deserved it. 
A decision must be reached 
in July when t e levision 
negotiations take place for 
programming. No change 
is no longer an option. Just 
quit talking about it and do 
it. It's getting old. 
MARSHALL HUGHES 
is the sports editor for 
the 2011 -2012 Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jhughes3@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @marshallhughes 
A HARDING UNIVERSITY STUDENT PUBLICATION 
2012 INDUCTEES HARDlNG UNIVERSITY 
by MARSHALL HUGHES 
sports editor 
HALL 
OF 
• Harding en Joys a rich sports histoty. As evidenced by the new Jim Ci tty Athletic Complex and the 
revival of Harding's softball program, maintairrihg the university's support for the athletic programs and its JFAN1E athletes will continue in importanci.;, , ; • • 
One aspect of Harding's sports h istorx is the Harding Uajversity Bison Boosters Hall of Fame, which 
honors former Bison athletes. There are currently 70 members. The Bison Boosters Hall of Fame commit-
tee announced that 14 new members will receive this prestigious honor of induction into the Hall of Fame 
in a ceremony to be held on Friday,J an. 27 at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Center Founders' Room. 
The athletes selected are as follows: 
Vince Adams - Baseball -
Played 99 games as a Bison and 
earned All-AIC Honors i.IJ. 1974, 
1975 and 1976. 
Robndo~cia-B$~tba11-
Played 117 games as a Bison; scored 
761pointsin1990-91, the most ever 
in a single,seasdn; AlkAIC in 1991. 
Inspiration Award; 1981 - rushed 
for 1,021 yards - se<:ond in the AIC 
that season. 
Shauna Queen-Perez -
Cross-Country/Track (1991-1993) 
- All-America - 1,000 yard run; 
1993-AIC Championship in 1,500 
meters, 400 meters, 800 meters and 
3,000 meters; three-time All-AIC 
in cross-country; 1992 - NAIA 
Scholar Athlete in cross-country. 
- Berryhill Award 
Joe David Smith- Football 
(1975-1976)- FirstTeamAll-AIC; 
One of only two 
Bill Barden - Distinguished 
Alumni in Coaching - Compiled 
212 career wins in 25 years as head 
football coach at Harding Academy 
including three state championships. 
Pat Gill- Football-1989, 1990 
and 1991- NAIA All-America; 
Harding' career leader in tackles (476). 
Hardingplayerswith1,000career 
rushing yards and 1,000 receiving 
yards. Led the AIC in rushing 
yards (999), receptions (44) and 
Touchdowns (13) in 1976. Played 
42 games for the Bisons . R 'egina Huddleston-
. Renfroe - Volleyball - Lettered, 
Corey Camper -Basketball ' 1992- 1995; All-AIC 1993;1994, 
- Played 117 games as a Bison; Hon~ 1995 - Harding was' 72-28 in her 
orable Mention All-America and final two seasons. 
All-AlC in 1989 and 1990. 
Janet Kogo Cherobon-
Bawcom - Cross-Country/Track 
- four-time All-Gulf South 
Conference and All-Regiqn in 
cross-country (2000-2003); NCAA 
All-America in 2002 and 2003; 
Kynun Hudson-Alexander 
- Basketball - Played 122 games as 
a Lady Bi~on; 1993-1 ?94 - school 
record 22S :free throws; Honorable 
Mention ,All-America (l993-1994). 
Arturo Rodruruez -Tennis 
(1995-1997) - NAll\ second team 
All-America; 72 career singles wins; 
tied for fourth at Harditig With 64 
career doubles victories, 
Jacob Rotich-c~Country/ 
Track (2001-2003)-,All-GulfSouth 
Conference in cross-country; 2002 
and 2003 - GSC individual cross-
country champion; 2001- 2003 -
All Region; 20,01 - 2003 - NCAA 
Cross~Country All-American; 2004 
President David B. Burks 
- Distingi,tlshed Service - Inaugu-
rated as Harding's fourth president 
in 1987. Initiated renovations of 
athletic facilities as well as new 
athletic training center. Facilitated 
Harding's move from NAIA t,o 
NCAA DH. . 
;i;~ 
' holds many school records; 5,000 
meter and 10,000 meter National 
Champion in 2005. 
Tony McCoy- Footballimd 
Track-Won the 200 meters -1982 
AICTrack Champio!1ship; 1982 ..., 
Received the Bruce Gaither Memorial 
The Hall of Fame induction 
dinner and ceremony are open to 
the public. Tickets are SU and can 
be purchased at the Ganus Athletic 
Center beforeFriday,Jan. 20. 
Harding Baseball 
ranked 28th in 
preseason polls 
by JAKOB BASTIN 
student writer 
The Harding baseball 
team will begin the 2012 
season ranked No. 28 in the 
nation by the Collegiate 
Baseball Newspaper. While 
head baseball coach Patrick 
McGaha and the Bison team 
said they are excited about 
this unprecedented ranking, 
they are more focused on 
proving themselves on the 
field instead of dwelling on 
previous accomplishments. 
Harding's ranking came 
off the heels of the most 
successful season in team 
history. The Bisons finished 
the 2011 season ranked No. 
24 in the final Division II 
poll after achieving a record 
of 42 wins and 14 losses. 
Harding reached the 
championship game of the 
Gulf South Conference 
tournament in its final 
season playing in the GSC. 
The program achieved its 
first- ever appearance in 
the NCAA Division II 
Tournament. 
A ccording to McGaha, 
the Bisons' current ranking 
is the result of hig h 
expectations for the team 
after last year's successful 
season. 
"Those rankings are 
nice, but basically they're 
an acknowledgment of 
what w e did l ast year," 
M cGaha said. "It's nice to 
be m entioned in that, but 
as far as what we're trying 
to do as a team, we know 
it doesn't really mean a 
whole lot and it's not going 
to help us on the field to 
win any games." 
M cGaha and his staff 
addressed the team about 
the ranking when it was 
released. 
Their message: Preseason 
rankings are great, but the 
team's true potential i s 
realized on the field during 
the season. 
The players are buying 
into that message. 
"It's a wonderful, cool 
thing to be told that we're 
this good compared to the 
other teams in the nation, 
but we haven't played a game 
yet so we haven't proven 
anything," junior starting 
pitcher Lucas Waddell said. 
"So it's an estimate of what 
they think we're capable of, 
and, in any case, we want 
to go out there and prove 
that we're better than that 
ranking." 
As spring approaches, 
the Bisons said they are 
confident in their ability 
to build o n the success of 
the 2011 season; however, 
their confidence is due less 
to the preseason ranking 
than to the presence of the 
same ingredients that led 
to their previous triumphs. 
According to M cGaha, 
the Bisons were successful 
last season because they had 
tremendous leadership and 
great overall team chemistry. 
The 2012 team possesses 
those same characteristics. 
"Team chemistry is so 
important,"McGaha said. 
"It's one of those things 
where if you ever could 
bottle that, you'd be very 
successful. And last year's 
team had that. This fall, this 
team has shown that, and 
that's really due in part to a 
lot of our upperclassmen." 
Expectations for the 
2012 season are high. 
And while the stellar 
play of last year's team is 
within reach, this team is 
out to write its own history. 
"It can be hard to think 
about trying to recreate 
something so good, but we 
still have confidence that 
we can do better and build 
on it,"Waddell said. "The 
tools are there to improve 
from last season . W e lost 
something, but we gained 
something too; it's always 
different each year. You 
lose something that you 
thought was reallyvaluable, 
but then something new 
comes along that you didn't 
realize you had." 
photo by ASHEL PARSONS I The Bison 
Junior guard Bradley Spencer (10) is averaging 12. 7 points per game in 
12 games. 
Harding Basketball recap 
Men's and women's teams start conference 2-1 
by MATT RYAN 
asst. sports editor 
Since the beginning of winter break, both 
the Harding men's and women's basketball 
teams played and won their first two conference 
games against Southern Arkansas University 
and East Central University. Overall the Bisons 
are currently 7-5, and the Lady Bisons are 9-3. 
The men's team played its first two games 
in the St. Edward's Holiday Classic in Austin, 
Texas, on Dec. 18 and 19. The Bisons lost their 
first game to Texas A&M-Commerce, with 
a final score of 6 7-82, and their second game 
to St. Edward's, finishing at 81-99. 
D espite this bumpy start, the team stayed 
in good spirits. 
"At the beginning we hit a little bit of a 
slwnp," said junior forward Zach Roddenbeny, 
who consistently led the team in a nwnber of 
areas throughout the break, including points, 
assists and rebounds. "We knew that with 
conference play about to start up we had to 
get things right and focus on the goal at hand. 
I think we've done a good job of taking each 
game one at a time and going from there." 
The men's team did just that as it began 
to play in the new year, starting with a solid 
93-54 victory over Shepherd Tech College 
on Jan. 3. The team then won its first two 
conference games against Southern Arkansas 
and East Central, finishing 90-76 and 78-71, 
respectively. 
''Our team has done a great job of taking the 
test of conference and realigning our focus to 
play each game the way we needed to play," 
Roddenberry said. "We are not a flashy team 
who can do all sorts of crazy stuff, but we play 
hard and everyone is willing to do whatever 
it takes to get the job done." 
The Lady Bisons, meanwhile, have won 
five of their six games played since the be-
ginning of Christmas break, starting with a 
66-56 victory over St. Edward's University 
on Dec. 17, which was followed up by a 
77-53 win over Saint Mary's University the 
next day. The women's team then traveled 
to Pensacola, Fla., to compete in the West 
Florida Classic, where it lost its first game on 
Dec. 30 to Texas Woman's University with 
a final score of 52-62, but won its second 
game on Dec. 31 against the University of 
West Florida, 53-46. 
With a total of nine freslunen and sopho-
mores on a team of 14, the Lady Bisons have 
an oppommity for growth. 
"The fact that we have a lot of young 
people on the team sometimes means we 
could improve on just trusting on the system 
we have now instead of reverting back to old 
habits," senior guard Sierra Rollins said. "Still, 
we're coming along pretty good, a lot of these 
younger players are adjusting well. We have 
great team chemistry, and we never give up 
in a game and that will take us a long way." 
The Lady Bisons won their first two con-
ference games, defeating Southern Arkansas 
University 71-37 on Jan. 7 and East Central 
Univerisity 65-49 on Jan. 12. 
"In the games that we won over break, 
I think we really played well together," 
sophomore guard Kristen Celsor said. "We 
had a high-intensity level and paid attention 
to detail, two things that Coach [Tim] Kirby 
emphasizes to us every day." 
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Harding football signs free safety Ashtun Williams 
by ALEXIS 
HOSTICKA 
features editor 
Although many students are 
focusing on college basketball 
at the moment, the Harding 
football team is looking ahead 
to next season, having recently 
signed junior safety Ashtun 
Williams. 
"We have been sending 
coaches to California to 
recruit and we've developed 
some good relationships 
with schools there, and we 
had this opportunity to sign 
him,"Harding Head Football 
Coach Ron Huckeba said. 
Williams comes from 
Rialto , Calif. , where he 
played for Mt. San Antonio 
College in Walnut, Cali£ The 
Harding coaching staff selected 
Williams not only because of 
his outstanding playing abilities 
and statistics but also because 
of his character.After meeting 
Williams in California and 
watching his films, the coaches 
flew him down to Searcy for 
an official visit. 
"He is a high-character 
person and we feel that he fits 
in well with the other guys," 
Huckeba said "Plus he's a very 
good player; we really like the 
way he plays the game." 
Williams said he chose 
Harding for many reasons. 
"Coach [Paul] Simmons 
was a great coach and he 
welcomed me in with some 
really big open arms," Williams 
photo courtesy of ASHTUN WILLIAMS 
Junior safety Ashtun Williams celebrates after 
an interception with Mt. San Antonio College. 
said. "All the guys are really 
passionate about the game and 
I like that, and when I visited 
campus it just felt like a home 
away from home." 
The team typically signs 
one to two junior college 
players every December during 
the NCAA mid-year junior 
college tr an sf er period. 
'We like to redshirt a lot of 
fieshmen, and then the seniors 
graduate, and there can be kind 
of a space between there that 
we can fill with an incoming 
junior," Huckeba said. 
Since Williams had two 
years under his belt at Mt. 
San Antonio College, he had 
to choose a school to transfer 
to in order to continue his 
college education. 
According to Huckeba, 
Williams had several other 
offers and Huckeba said he 
considers Harding fortunate 
that Williams decided to sign 
with the Bisons. 
"The junior college he 
played at is really different 
than many schools," Huckeba 
said. "California has its own 
junior college football league 
with hundreds of schools and 
he is one of the best players 
on his school's team." 
In the 13 games that 
Williams played, he had 4 7 
tackles and three interceptions, 
and returned 19 kickoffs with 
a 26.2-yard average. 
Nonetheless, Huckeba 
expects Williams to earn his 
playing time come football 
season, and Williams said 
he will work hard to stay up 
to the coaches' expectations. 
"My goal individually is to 
produce as expected; I never 
want to let the team down," 
Williams said. 
Huckeba is excited to see 
what the new safety will do. 
''He'll have a chance to have 
a big roll on the team, but he'll 
have to earn it just like every 
other player," Huckeba said. 
Williams has no doubt 
the team can work its way 
to the top. 
"ICI like to see the team win 
a conference championship. 
I'm always hoping to do big 
things,"Williams said. 
Since Williams' signing, 
the Bisons have added four 
more junior college tranfers: 
Jeremy Carson, Ryan DuBois, 
Josh Gallington and Lonnie 
Parish. You can find out more 
on www.hardingsports.com. 
NFL Playoffs building momentum 
by PAYTON HURST 
opinions editor 
From an overtime thriller 
in Denver to an unlikely 
upset in Green Bay, this 
year's NFL Playoffs have 
been anything but ordinary. 
The parody began in the 
Wildcard Round, when the 
Denver Broncos defeated the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 29-23 
in an overtime thriller that 
shocked the sports world. 
Quarterback Tim Tebow 
threw an 80-yard pass to 
receiver Demaryius Thomas 
11 seconds into overtime, 
setting NFL records for 
both the longest pass in 
playoff overtime and shortest 
overtime victory. The Steelers 
were the defending AFC 
champions and the heavy 
favorite in this matchup. 
Along with the Broncos, 
the New York Giants, Houston 
Texans and New Orleans 
Saints escaped the first 
round of the 2012 playoffs 
with victories. 
The Divisional Round in 
week two of the playoffs left 
even more sports analysts 
scratching their heads. The 
New York Giants entered 
legendary Lambeau Field, 
home stadium of the Green 
Bay Packers, as underdogs. 
Green Bay is the defending 
Super Bowl champion and 
finished the regular season 
with an NFL best 15- 1 
record, while the Giants 
sat at an unimpressive 
9-7. Despite the seeming 
disparity between the two 
teams, the Giants were more 
than confident, with several 
players guaranteeing victory 
over the Packers. 
Turns out their confidence 
was well-grounded, as they 
went on to dismantle the 
powerful Green Bay offense 
and win 37-20. Packers 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
finished the game with a @ 
Rating of 78.5, while the 
Giants' Eli Manning finished 
at 114.5. The Packers turned 
the ball over four times, 
fumbling three times and 
throwing one interception. 
The Giants were able to 
take advantage of Green 
Bay's mistakes, and sent the 
Packer's home early. 
While the San Francisco 
49ers and New Orleans Saints 
had identical regular season 
records at 13-3, the Saints 
were favored by many to 
win this game based on the 
recent outstanding play by 
quarterback Drew Brees and 
the Saints offense. Despite 
their impressive record, many 
questioned whether the 49ers' 
26th-ranked offense could 
compete with New Orleans' 
high-scoring passing attack. 
After the game, it became 
evident how the 49ers had 
accumulated so many wins 
throughout the regular 
season. Their defense forced 
the Saints to turn the ball 
over five times, and their 
normally underachieving 
Our Athletes' View 
on Pop Culture 
Zach Roddenberry 
(Basketball} 
quarterback Alex Smith 
threw for three touchdowns, 
including a game-winning 
14-yard toss to Vernon Davis 
to win the game. 
Despite the turnovers, the 
Saints still had an opportunity 
to win after Brees completed 
a 66-yard touchdown pass to 
tight end Jimmy Graham to 
give the Saints the lead with 
just over one minute to play. 
However, Smith answered 
with nine seconds left to 
defeat the Saints 36-32. 
Other action in the 
Divisional Round included 
the Patriots ending the 
Broncos Cinderella-esque 
run in a 45-10 romp and the 
Baltimore Ravens squeaking 
past the Houston Texans 
20-13 in a defensive struggle. 
The conference champ-
ionships are this Sunday, and 
feature the Ravens against 
the Patriots for the AFC 
championship at 2 p.m. on 
CBS, and the Giants against 
the 49ers at 5 :30 p.m. on Fox. 
Tim Tebow is ... Awesome My future husband A class act 
Who is leading the 
The Newt? Mitt Romney? Romney republican polls? 
Actor who would 
Nllil t•f)l\TEil llilNKINf;S 
Briggs weighs in on his top five contenders in the NBA 
Charlie Briggs 
Guest 
Space 
The NBA season is 
underway, finally. The 
season is 10 games in 
and already there are 
teams who will make it 
or break it this year. In 
a short season, it will be 
tough for teams to make comebacks and keep playoff 
hopes alive. Experience and chemistry will play a 
huge role this NBA season. Teams will have to be 
prepared for anything. These are the top five teams 
that I feel will be ready for anything come April. 
I. BOSTON CELTICS 
The Boston Celtics team is filled with 
experience, leadership, chemistry and good 
coaching. The Celtics look good on paper 
but are off to a slow start. They have to 
pick up the pace if they want to stay contenders. With 
Rondo dishing out only 10 assists in the last six games 
and KG spending the majority of his minutes in the 
paint, it will be interesting to see if Boston can last. If 
they can get through this year's strenuous schedule on 
two feet, the Celtics will be dangerous come June. 
~,,,,$ Z. J .. OS ANGIU..ES 
~.,~,/ This Lakers team is clearly a different 
team than the championship team from 
a couple of years ago, even though it is the same core 
of players from that year. The Lakers have one of the 
best closers in the game since Michael Jordan with 
Kobe, and both Gasol and Bynum are delivering, each 
averaging double-doubles. But this team is lacking one 
thing: youth. Steve Blake is out up to a month and 
Derek Fisher clearly spent his offseason negotiating 
instead of practicing. But with Kobe draining more 
than 30 points a game, Lakers fans can rest easy. 
3. MIAMI BEAT 
The Miami Heat is stacked with talent, 
but there are two things missing from this 
team stopping them from being one of the 
MIA!f!.L greatest teams in the history of the NBA. 
HE.r One, no depth at center. When you look 
at champions past you will see dominant centers. Bill 
Russell, Duncan, Shaq, Olajuwon, etc., have all won 
multiple championships. Two, this team lacks chemistry 
big time. You would think a team with big names like 
Lebron and Wade would not have problems. This team 
needs to find the team chemistry that championslllps 
have or, Lebron, I am sorry but you are not going to 
win a championship in Miami. In the meantime, Miami 
plays eight of its next nine games at home. 
\iUNDE,f 4. OKl.JlUOMA (~l'fY 
Most of the analysts this year h ave 
-. picked the Oklahoma City Thunder to 
win the NBA Championship. The Thunder 
will win a championship, just not this year. This team, 
led by Kevin Durant and Russell Westbrook, has a 
promising future, but it seems to me that the chemistry 
between those two and the rest of the team needs to 
get better. In all sports, the way a team meshes on the 
court or in a locker room can make or break a team. 
5. f~HH~AGO BUI .. I ... 4i 
It has been said when it comes to team 
sports that "defense wins championships," 
or "a win is a win'' or "there is no I in team." 
All of these quotes are backed up by the 
Chicago Bulls. You have the reigning MVP, who plays 
every competitive minute like it could be his last and 
plays like a team player, not a ball hog player. The Jordan 
Era of the Bulls is gone, but this new Bulls team is on 
the road to greatness. 
' 
My future husband 
Mitt Romney 
Chase Presley 
(Baseball} 
A future hall 
offamer 
Tim Tebow 
play you in a movie ... Denzel Washington Cameron Diaz Owen Wilson Sandra Bullock Zack Ga/iffanakis ::::= · 
Who just celebrated 
his 70th birthday 
Tuesday? Muhammad Ali Muhammad Ali Ali Muhammad Ali Brett Favre 
Rrst pick of your NBA 
fantasy team would be .. : 
Kevin Durant Kobe D. Rose Boston Celtics Denick Rose 
• 
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Taking a challenge on her own Looking through 
international lens 
Senior theatre major p uts on one-woman show, playing 7 parts 
by CHANEY 
MITCHELL 
photographer 
Senior theatre major 
Logan Kays has quite the 
undertaking this semester 
as she will be performing 
a one-woman show, "The 
Amish Project," written by 
Jessica Dickey, for her senior 
seminar class. 
If you're 
paying 
attention 
and really 
listening ... 
Miller said he chose a 
one-woman show for Kays 
because he knew she could 
handle this kind of material. 
She has versatility and the 
ability to handle multiple 
characters in one show. 
"The Amish Project" is 
a play about the shooting 
of an Amish schoolhouse 
in Lancaster County, Pa., 
in 2006. 
The show includes the 
viewpoints of seven characters 
including the gunman, his 
widow, two of the victims, a 
professor who studies Amish 
culture, a woman respond-
ing to the news story and a 
Hispanic grocery clerk. 
"It's not your typical one-
woman show where it's just 
your one character telling a 
story," Kays said. "It is tell-
ing one story, but it's seen 
through the eyes of seven 
different people." 
Director senior Robert 
Yates is helping Kays perfect 
this project. 
by LYNDSEY RUBLE 
editorial asst. 
Noah Darnell identifies 
himself as a photojournalist 
and a wanderer. However, 
Darnell's story requires more 
than those few words. When 
I met with Darnell, he was 
framing a few of his photos, 
which are now on display at 
Midnight Oil. 
None of the photographs 
were taken in America and he 
wanted that to be apparent. 
The way he talked about his 
photographs indicated his 
passion for photography and 
an atypical past that led him 
to his place at Harding. 
Darnell, a 2010 Hard-
ing graduate, served as 
an adjunct photography 
professor while pursuing 
freelance photography jobs 
and working part time with 
Harding's international 
programs. 
lens. 
He came home with 
10,000 photos. 
"Everything after that was 
changed because I went,"Dar-
nell said. "Photography was 
a huge jump from pharmacy. 
It had a lot to do with my 
overseas experience. It gave 
me focus and something to 
do and put my mind on." 
Darnell met Jeffrey Hop-
per, the dean of international 
programs, when Darnell was 
asked to do a photo shoot of 
Hopper at his piano for the 
Petit Jean yearbook. 
"'Noah .i$l Vi!i!!lti<c uad 
c,ruti1'1C ud ~t the $U3!1C 
time: .. pdmwi and vczy 
thoughtful,"' Ht)f'pa said. 
"'It s;mid: me fQ asl.n ttu 
hitpa~mt'Old 
of the fl:~ glll4lll!".."' 
Darnell documented the 
coffee tour for the international 
programs department as well 
as for the tea tour, which 
took place a few years later. 
it is going to 
speak to you 
in a different 
way than it 
will speak to 
someone else 
in a different 
row in the 
auditorium. 
Yates, having directed 
a junior one-act before 
and been a part of many 
theater performances, said 
he is not intimidated by the 
one-woman aspect and finds 
the project interesting. 
photo by CHANEY MITCHELL I The Bison 
Senior Logan Kays is the only actor in her one-
woman show, "The Amish Project." 
This semester, he will 
transition into a full-time 
position with international 
programs to replace Ad-
ministrator oflnternational 
Programs Jeremy Daggett, 
who is going to begin at the 
Harding School ofTheology. 
"By the time Jeremy 
[Daggett] decided to con-
tinue his graduate studies 
for a time in M emphis, I 
knew Noah pretty well; I had 
come to admire his skill and 
inventiveness," Hopper said. 
-Logan Kays, 
senior 
When brought in by 
theatre department chair 
Robin Miller, Kays was 
given a choice among three 
different plays and Kays said 
she chose the "The Amish 
Project" for its compelling 
content. 
"It's a veryemotionlll show 
for me and for the audience, 
but it has a really good mes-
sage and it's worth seeing 
and performing," Kays said. 
"It's been an interesting 
experience, but trying to cre-
ate seven different characters 
with Logan and trying to 
make them different, and 
different enough that she 
can perform them, and the 
audience can realize they're 
different I think has really 
been the biggest challenge," 
Yates said. 
Lighting will help Kays 
tell the story, which she 
and Yates said audience 
members should not find 
hard to follow. 
Harding graduate Kyle 
Wiehe has arranged the 
lighting setup for Kays and 
Yates. 
"Normally with a show 
you have a lot more elements 
helping tell your story, but 
since we don't, we have to use 
the ones that we do have as 
much as we can and lighting 
certainly is one of those," 
Yates said. 
According to Kays the 
message of the show can 
be quite controversial, but 
the audience should leave 
with the proper message of 
the play. 
"If you're paying attention 
and really listening to the 
characters you're going to get 
it, and get it in more ways 
than one, and it is going to 
speak to you in a different 
way than it will speak to 
someone else in a different 
row in the auditorium," 
Kays said. 
The show is scheduled for 
Feb. 2, 3 and 4 at 7 p.m. in 
the Ulrey Performing Arts 
Center and will have a $5 
admission fee . 
This semester is not the 
start ofDamell's experience 
with international programs. 
As a student, Darnell signed 
up to go to Greece during 
his first week at Harding. 
''I wanted to go not because 
I had the desire to move and 
travel and be antsy," Darnell 
said. "I just wanted to go 
to Greece. It was my op-
portunity." 
At the time, D arnell was 
pursuing pharmacy. Before 
leaving for Greece, he bought 
a Nikon D80 and a regular 
Darnell will continue to 
travel and pursue personal 
projects but will focus mostly 
on photographing students' 
experiences overseas. 
"You want to be re -
membered by something," 
Darnell said. "I prefer to be 
remembered by something 
good, like photography or 
making someone happy with 
an image. That's way better 
than the alternative." 
Gallerie s of Darnell's 
photographs from the coffee 
and tea tours can be accessed 
on the Link. 
Veteran housekeeper pushes through accident 
by AERIAL WHITING 
copy editor 
bruising and a black eye, but an MRI and 
X-rays showed that she had no fractures or 
broken bones. 
Most people do not stay in the same 
job for 32 years, but even car wrecks can-
not stop 81-year-old Murlean Trammell 
from working in housekeeping at Harding. 
Trammell, who cleans in Stephens Hall and 
Kendall Hall, was involved in a car accident 
Thursday, Jan. 5, and returned to work the 
following Monday. 
"I felt very fortunate, I guess you could 
say, that I came out in as good of shape as 
I am to be hit twice before I hit the brick 
wall,"Trammell said. 
Trammell received Jan. 6 off from work 
to recover, and she said that while she is still 
sore, she is feeling better and her return to 
work went well. 
Having gotten off work that Thursday 
at about 2:30 p.m., Trammel said she was 
waiting at a light when a woman's vehicle 
slammed into Trammell's car twice, causing 
Trammell's car first to hit a truck on the other 
side of her vehicle and then to hit a brick 
wall. Trammell was hospitalized at White 
County M edical Center and then released 
about 5 p.m. that same day. She had suffered 
Joy Slayton, who has served as the resi-
dence life coordinator of Stephens for about 
14 years, said Trammell takes pride in her 
work and enjoys being here. 
"I think it gives her a purpose; it gives 
her a reason to get up and go," Slayton said. 
"I know her kids have told me that she's 
happier when she's able to get up and go to 
work every day." 
Freshman turns competitive 
skill into a relaxing hobby 
by VELVET JANELLE 
student writer 
Many students like to play 
instruments or participate in 
sports, but freshman Landon 
Evans likes to rope trash cans. 
People who happened to walk 
by Keller Hall last semester 
probably saw Evans outside 
with a rope in his hand. 
"It's a good way to meet 
people," Evans said "I've had a 
lot of people asking what I'm 
doing and even a few wanting 
to learn." 
Evans grew up on a ranch 
in central Texas where roping 
cattle, or "tie-down roping," 
was common. His father 
and grandfather enjoyed 
roping their livestock, so in 
middle school he decided to 
get involved. In the eighth 
grade he participated in his 
first calf-roping competition. 
Due to his participation in 
middle school sports, however, 
Evans was too busy to pursue 
roping seriously. Later, when 
Evans was in high school, he 
decided to pick roping back 
up. It was not until college 
that Evans' roping started to 
gain attention. 
"One of my friends told 
me I w~s in people's way [by 
roping in front of Keller]," 
Evans. said. "I eventually 
began to see what he meant." 
FreshmanJames Vandiver, 
one of Evan's friends, also 
does rodeos, although his 
specialty is steer wrestling, 
an event featuring a rider 
hopping off of a horse and 
trying to take down a steer 
in the fastest time. 
Like Evans, Vandiver 
grew up on a ranch in Texas 
but participated in different 
rodeos. They met at H ard-
ing after finding a common 
interest in roping. 
Learning rodeo technique 
starts on the ground, as op-
posed to on horseback, and can 
explain why Evans was found 
roping trash cans. Practice is 
important because, ultimately, 
these events are decided by 
mere milliseconds. 
"Technique is everything, 
one mistake can take you 
from first place to last place," 
Vandiver said. "Many people 
think that rodeo is just about 
riding bulls; however, there 
are many other events that 
cowboys such as Landon 
and myself compete in such 
as tie-down roping and steer 
wrestling." 
People said they are not 
sure what to think when it 
comes to rodeo sports in 
general. 
"Everyone thinks a rodeo 
is riding bulls; however, there 
are so many events," Vandiver 
said. "There are actual talented 
individuals who compete in 
these events." 
Evans said he has decided to 
quit practicing roping outside 
of Keller. People will not see 
him with a trash can either. 
H e has now upgraded to a 
calf dummy and has decided 
to practice at a more secluded 
spot on campus. Evans mostly 
uses calf roping as a way to 
relax but said he is not op-
posed to competing again. 
"I've never really won 
any awards," Evans said. 
"But maybe I'll do that in 
the future." 
Check out The Link later 
next week for more rodeo 
roping footage. 
Slayton's mother, Doris Dalton, former 
RLC for Stephens and longtime friend of 
Trammell, said Trammell is a dependable 
person. Dalton said she knew Trammell from 
attending at Downtown Church of Christ 
with her, and she helped Trammell get her 
cleaning position in Stephens 32 years ago. 
"She did a really good job cleaning the 
dorm, and she tried to do everything that 
was asked of her to do," Dalton said. "And 
she was always here. She was somebody that 
was getting to work - and getting to work 
on time - and doing everything that she 
can to help." 
Trammell said she spends most of her 
time working at Harding, and when she 
is home she catches up on housework and 
goes for walks. The middle of 10 children, 
Trammell grew up in Arkansas on a farm 
situated between Edgemont and Shirley, 
where she and her family would wake up at 
3 a.m. to tend their cows, pigs and chickens. 
She married Kenneth Trammell in 1952, and 
she and her husband moved to Illinois for 
15 years, where she worked as a homemaker 
to raise her son, Gerald, and two daughters, 
Glenda and Margie. 
In 1967 the Trammell family moved back 
to Arkansas, this time to Searcy. Murlean's 
husband passed away in 1971, but her three 
children still live in Searcy, and she has four 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 
One ofher daughters, Margie Staggs, gradu-
ated from Harding and now teaches fol.irth 
grade at Southwest Middle School in town. 
Dalton said Trammell is honest, coopera-
tive and righteous, and Slayton said she is 
kind, gentle and modest. 
"I wouldn't have her any other way," 
Dalton said. 
photo by SAVANNAH LEE I The Bison 
Freshman Landon Evans practices his roping skills on a calf dummy Tues-
day, Jan. 17, at the abandoned warehouse on Dr. Jimmy Carr Drive. 
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'The Hunger Games' soundtrack debuts 'Safe & Sound' 
Taylor Swift and The Civil Wars create unique musical combo to match the 'Hunger Games' theme 
by KIMBERLY MILLER 
student writer 
When you read a book, you enter into a 
fantasy world. You envision every detail of 
the story and when it is adapted to the movie 
screen, you expect it to be exactly the way 
you imagined it. You visualize the characters, 
the places they travel to and even the music 
playing in the background. So not only does 
the movie have to meet expectations, but the 
soundtrack does too. 
The first and only single released from 
the upcoming "Hunger Games" soundtrack 
is "Safe &Sound"byTaylor Swift, featuring 
up-and-coming folk music artists The Civil 
Wars. It was released on Dec. 23 and rose 
to the No. 1 spot on the iTunes singles list 
within 24 hours of release. 
"The Hunger Games," based on the best-
selling novel by Suzanne Collins, is the first 
film in a trilogy that takes place in a post-
apocalyptic world where 24 teenagers are 
randomly chosen as "tributes" every year to 
compete in a gruesome fight to the death on 
live television for the perverse enjoyment of 
the tyrannical ruling class. The story follows 
16-year-old Katniss Everdeen (portrayed by 
Jennifer Lawrence) after she volunteers to fill 
her sister's place in the Games when her sister's 
name is drawn. Once she is thrown into the 
Games, she must use her wits and hunting 
skills to survive not only her opponents, but 
also a deadly, high-tech arena. The film is 
scheduled to be released March 23. 
While I was skeptical when I heard that 
Taylor Swift was on the soundtrack, I was 
pleasantly surprised when I listened to the 
track. The collaboration with The Civil Wars 
brings a new style to Taylor Swift. It is far from 
her usual cheesy pop love songs and closer to 
the indie sound ofThe Civil Wars. Together, 
they were able to create a hauntingly beautiful 
song that I deem appropriate for the movie. 
The lyrics capture the feelings of love, 
fear and hope that Katniss has throughout 
the novel. There is discussion over whether 
the song is about Peeta, a fellow tribute from 
Katniss' hometown or Rue, a young friend 
she makes during the Games. Regardless, it 
depicts Katniss' emotions toward the Games 
and the way she fiercely defends her friends 
even though they are meant to kill each other. 
Grammy-winning producer T. Bone 
Burnett will produce the album and all of 
the new songs will be based on themes from 
the book's storyline. The well-known bands 
featured on the album are Arcade Fire, who 
worked with Burnett to create the original 
song "Horn of Plenty," the Decemberists 
with the original song, "One Engine," and 
The Secret Sisters with "Tomorrow Will Be 
Kinder." Jennifer Lawrence will also have a 
track on the album. 
What to Watch: 2012 offers· wide variety for new shows 
by GINA CIELO 
web editor 
If the Mayans are correct and 2012 is truly the final year for humanity, then it is only 
appropriate for the new year's television season to start off with a bang. From an animated 
spin-off of the movie "Napoleon Dynamite" to a real-life "Beverly Hillbillies" series, it 
seems this year's new shows are hitting all the genres. So no matter your entertainment 
tastes, you will find what you are looking for in this season's lineup. Check out a few of 
the shows below for a sneak peak of this season's most anticipated series. 
1he Finder (8 p.m. CST, Fox) 
This "Bones" spin-off television series is all the talk among television critics. It fol-
lows the crazy, yet mystery-solving antics of Walter Sherman, who was introduced in 
the sixth season of "Bones." This procedural is about a man who has a knack for find-
ing the "unfindable," which during his days as a soldier in Iraq meant finding hidden 
explosives. Unfortunately, he was unable to find one such explosive before it blew up 
right in front of him, resulting in severe brain damage and ending his military career. 
Now he's lending his extraordinary finding skills and off-the-wall way of thinking to 
help solve crimes. If you watch "Bones," there is no doubt that you will thoroughly enjoy 
this extraordinary spin-off. Debuting on Jan. 12, "The Finder" seems to have already 
created quite a following. 
Napoleon Dynamite (7:30 p.m. CST, Fox) 
For most, there is no explanation needed for this one. However, for those who missed 
the 2004 film, this animated spin-off is about the life of a geeky teenager living in rural 
Idaho. According to the Napoleon star, Jon Heder, the cartoon and movie will have a 
lot in common, as the entire original cast will be lending their voices to the show. The 
show will debut on Jan. 15. 
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Alcatraz (8 p.m. CST, Fox) 
For all of you still having withdrawals from the television series "Lost," this show 
could be the cure. With "Lost" producer J.J. Abrams and actors Jorge Garcia and Sam 
Neill, this series is going to be more than just an everyday sci-ti drama. The story cen-
ters on detective Rebecca Madsen (new-comer Sarah Jones) as she tries to solve the 
inexplicable reappearances of Alcatraz's most notorious criminals, who are supposed to 
be dead. Debuting Jan. 16, this series is a must-see according to critics. 
Bayou Billionaires (8 p.m. CST, CMT) 
This show is literally "The Beverly Hillbillies" as a reality show. Cameras follow 
the story of a formerly poor family who find out their home sits on the fourth-largest 
deposit of natural gas in the United States. Each half hour shows the family spending 
their cash on something more lavish than the last. Like every reality show, it will most 
likely be frustrating, addicting and highly entertaining. Since I am intrigued, you can 
bet I will be watching the series premiere on Jan. 21. 
Smash (9 p.m. CST, NBC) 
Starring Debra Messing and Katharine McPhee, and produced by Oscar winner Steven 
Spielberg (you may have heard of him), "Smash" centers on a group of people trying to 
put together a Broadway musical based on Marilyn Monroe. According to MSNBC, 
"Smash" could be the breakout hit NBC has been waiting for all season long. While 
many people are comparing the show to "Glee," producers say not to expect characters 
to burst into songs, movie-musical style. The show seems to be its own unique entity 
and will debut on Feb. 6. 
So whether returning to the high school days of"Napoleon Dynamite" humor, curling 
up in front of a sci-fi thriller or watching country bumpkins spend boatloads of money 
is your preference, there is sure to be something this new year to catch your interest. But 
then again if the world does end, then second seasons are not looking good. 
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BEST DRAMA 
MOTION PICTURE: 
The Descendants 
BEST ANIMATED 
MOTION PICTURE: 
The Adventures of Tin Tin 
BEST TELEVISION 
SERIES: 
Homeland 
BEST ACTRESS: BEST ACTOR: 
Meryl Streep George Clooney 
(The Iron Lady) (The Descendants) 
BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTOR: 
Christopher Plummer 
(Beginners) 
BEST DIRECTOR: 
Martin Scorsese 
(Hugo) 
BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS: 
Octavia Spencer 
(The Help) 
BEST SCREENPLAY: 
Woody Allen 
(Midnight in Paris) 
